Volume IV, No. 3 RkEtELT March 1956 


BULLETIN OF THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 


official monthly publication of 
Amorican Acadomy of tho History of Dentistry 


UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY 


Tho January 1956 issue of Journal of tho Kontueley State 
Dontal Association 1s dedicated 33 the University of Louisville 
School of Dentistry and contains, in addition to several des- 


criptive accounts, an article on the history of that school 
by Robort L. Sprau, 8:15+18. 


EFVECTS OF NECROPHAGOUS WORMS ON ANCIENT SKULLS 

E/ Stomatologia (Athons), 12:105-122, July-August, 1955. 
publfshos an article by G. Daskouli on "Wood Worms in Greece 
from Ancient Times to tho Prosent." It deals with the de- 
structive effects of necrophngous worms on tecth. 


DENTAL HISTORY IN THE NETHERLANDS 

R/ A request from the editor for information regarding activities 
Tn tho fiold of dontal history at the University of Utrecht 

has elicited the following from F. EF. R. deMaar, tandarts at 

the Haprue: 
"Tn 1918 thore was no activity at all as regards dental his- 
tory, though it had been the wish of the Curators of the 
University that all faculties should devote attention to the 
history of their particular branch of scienco. These histori- 
cal collections wore joined in a foundation called 'Tho 
Utrecht University Museum.' The Museum possesses inter alia 
one of the three largest historical collections of microscopes 
of the world. As I havo always been interested in antiques 
and historical specimens, I proposed to the Curators of the 
University that I should organise a historical dental museum. 
The next issue of the Dental Delinoator will contain the first 
annual report of our Dental Museum. I shall of course send 
you a copy and I trust you will see that I have so far been 
very successful in my search up and down the country. I am 
now Curator of this Museum and I dovote all my spare time to 
it. Occasionally I give a lecture about the history of den- 
tistry. I am a momber of the Society for the History of 
Science and of the Nethorlands Society for tho Promotion of 
Dentistry." 


A HISTORICAL PARADOX? 

B/ Under the intriguing title, "The Strange Story of the 
Angle Operation" (Annals of Dontistry 15:1-9 March 1956) 
William Biederman recounts the failure of double resection 
of the mandible operation resulting from a clash between 
Edward H. Angle's advocacy of the surgical procedure in case 
of extreme prognathism and what Dr. Biederman considers his 
"false Class III" concept. 


QUANTITATIVE DENTAL HISTORY 
P/ A great deal of historical scholership has been devoted 

o the ostablishment of priorities in regard to dental prac- 
tice, discovery, and invention. Vory often the earliest 
occurrence is of slight importance because the innovation is 
little employed or little known and therefore, for a long 
time, has scarcely any offect upon the development of prac- 
tice and knowledge. It is much more important in most cases 
to determine to what extent a new procedure was practiced and 
whon it bevame routine. 


This information is difficult to obtain since most of the 
early practitionors give little indication of the extent of 
their operations. One of the few exceptions is furnished by 
Vittorio Cornolio concerning whom mention was made in the 
last issue of the Bullotin. For ten years from 1813 to 1822 
Cornelio published an annual report of his dental practice. 
A summary of his detailed inventory for the year 1517 shows 
the practice of dentistry to be probably quite different from 
what most readers of dental historical literature would sup- 
pose. Here is the summary: 
Prophylactic treatments 0 
Fillings 20 
Prosthesis (dentures, crowns) 180 
Orthodontic cperations 33 
(including 7 extractions) 17 
Peridental treatments 1 
Therapeutic treatments 
(including 100 toothache 
cures) 122 
Luxations treated pm 


Total 553 
It will be observed that the filling of teeth was a rather 
unusual operation and that surgery, prosthesis, and toothache 
treatmonts constituted most of the practice. It is unlikely 
that filling operations became important until well into the 
19th century. But more quantitative information from the 
practice of numerous dentists should be collected, if possible. 


ETIOLOGIES OF PERIODONTAL DISLASE 

P/ H. Euler (Deutsche Zahndrztliche Zeitschrift 10:249-257 
Feb. 15, 1955) traces the concept of the etiology of perio- 
dontal disease as time changes ("pie Auffassung von der 


Parodontosektiologie im Wandel der Zeit"). 


ERA OF CONSTITUENT SOCIETY CENTENNIALS 

E/ In the next three decades, more than half of the state 

and territorial dental societies wiil celebrate the hundreth 
anniversary of their foundation. Four were established by 
1860; 18, between 1861 and 1870; and 9, between 1871 and 1880. 


